Involvement of the VIIIth cranial nerve and the brainstem in patients with hemifacial spasm.
Twenty-seven patients with hemifacial spasm underwent neurotological (auditory and equilibrium) examinations to evaluate the VIIIth cranial nerve and/or brainstem involvement. Radiological examinations were performed to evaluate the underlying abnormalities. Twenty patients had abnormal neurotological findings, with the VIIIth cranial nerve involvement being suggested in 10 and brainstem involvement in the other 10. Radiological examinations indicated that vascular abnormalities could be detected more often in the patients with brainstem involvement than in those with VIIIth cranial nerve involvement.